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GCSE History Progress 

Key ideas  R  A  G 

 I can explain the reasons for US involvement in Vietnam 1954‐63       

 I can describe how US involvement escalated under Johnson       

 I can describe the nature of the US tactics used in the conflict         

 I can describe the nature of the NVA and VC tactics used in the conflict         

I can explain the changes in US involvement made by Nixon 1968‐73       

Lesson Learning Focus Assessment Key Words 

1 How did the ba le of Dien Bien Phu 
and the end of French rule in Vietnam 
lead to greater US involvement under 
Eisenhower, and increase further with 
the weaknesses of the Diem govern‐
ment? 

ILO: P.48 Inference Q. on US 
involvement 4 marks 

Communism, Domino theory, de‐
mocracy, economic freedom, Diem, 
Vietminh, colony, independence, 
advisors, ar llery, accord, DMZ de‐
militarise zone, elec ons 

2 Why was there greater involvement 
under Kennedy and how did the Stra‐
tegic Hamlet Program result in the 
overthrow of Diem? 

Forma ve ques oning and 
green pen 

SEATO, Catholic, Buddhist, peas‐
ants, corrupt officials, AVRN, repub‐
lic, division, reforms, poli cal/
religious opponents, civil war, stra‐
tegic hamlets, persecu on 

3 How did the increasing threat of the 
Vietcong result in the Gulf of Tonkin 
incident, 1964 and increased US in‐
volvement in Vietnam? 

ILO: P.87 Interpreta ons 1&2 
on Strategic Hamlets 4 marks 

Assassina on, Geneva Accords, 
publicity, escala on, Gulf of Tonkin 
resolu on, raids, Congress, torpedo, 
declara on, authority 

4 What methods were used by the USA, 
including Search and Destroy, Opera‐

on Rolling Thunder and chemical 
weapons? 

Class discussion and feedback 

Regular recall ac vi es  

Green berets, Opera on Rolling 
Thunder, destruc on, search & de‐
stroy, the dra , chemical warfare, 
deforesta on, herbicides 

5 What guerrilla tac cs were used by 
the Vietcong and how significant were 
the changes in tac cs like the Tet 
Offensive, 1968? 

ILO: P.91 How useful sources on 
methods of Vietcong 8 marks 

Ho Chi Minh Trail, guerrillas, coun‐
ter‐insurgency, pacifica on, VC, 
NLF, ambushes, tunnels, TET Offen‐
sive 

6 What were the key features of Viet‐
namisa on and the reasons for its 
failure? 

Forma ve ques oning and 

green pen 

Vietnamisa on, Americanisa on 

7 What happened in the a acks on 
Cambodia, 1970, and Laos, 1971, and 
the bombing of North Vietnam, 1972? 

ILO: P.95 Explain US involve‐
ment 12 marks 
ILO: P.109 Vietnamisa on 16 
marks 

invasion, Khmer Rouge, Linebacker, 
Mad Man Theory, conscrip on  

8 How did the Nixon Doctrine lead to 
the withdrawal of US troops? 

Live Marking Doctrine, opposi on, se lement, 
blockades, Paris Agreement 

Topic: The USA—US Involvement in Vietnam 1954‐75 


