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  Design & Technology Progress 

Topic Key ideas  R  A  G 

NEA   Identifying and investigating design possibilities 

 

      

Producing a design brief and specification 
  

      

Generating design ideas 
 

      

Developing design ideas 
  

      

Realising design ideas        

Analysing & evaluating    

Topic Learning Focus Assess-
ment 

Key Words 

1 Design possibili es iden fied and thoroughly explored, directly linked to a contextual challenge 
demonstra ng excellent understanding of the problems/opportuni es. 
A user/client has been clearly iden fied and is en rely relevant in all aspects to the contextual 
challenge and student has undertaken a comprehensive inves ga on of their needs and wants, 
with a clear explana on and jus fica on of all aspects of these. 
Comprehensive inves ga on into the work of others that clearly informs ideas. 
Excellent design focus and full understanding of the impact on society including; economic and 
social effects. 
Extensive evidence that inves ga on of design possibili es has taken place throughout the 
project with excellent jus fica on and understanding ofpossibili es iden fied. 

NEA Design possibili es, client, needs, wants, 

society, economic.  

2 Comprehensive design brief which clearly jus fies how they have considered their user/client’s 
needs and wants and links directly to the context selected. 
Comprehensive design specifica on with very high level of jus fica on linking to the needs and 
wants of the client/user. Fully informs subsequent design stages. 

NEA Design brief and specifica on.  

3 Imagina ve, crea ve and innova ve ideas have been generated, fully avoiding design fixa on 
and with full considera on of func onality, aesthe cs and innova on. 
Ideas have been generated, that take full account of on-going inves ga on that is both fully 
relevant and focused. 
Extensive experimenta on and excellent communica on is evident, using a wide range of 
techniques. 
Imagina ve use of different design strategies for different purposes and as part of a fully 
integrated approach to designing. 
 

NEA Imagina ve, innova ve, crea ve. 

4 The correct tools, materials and equipment (including CAM where appropriate) have been 
consistently used or operated safely with an excep onally high level of skill. 
A high level of quality control is evident to ensure the prototype is accurate by consistently 
applying very close tolerances. 
Prototype shows an excep onally high level of making/finishing skills that are fully consistent 
and appropriate to the desired outcome. 
An excep onally high quality prototype that has the poten al to be commercially viable has 
been produced and fully meets the needs of the client/user. 
 

NEA High level of demand, accuracy, manu-

facturing.  

5 Extensive evidence that various itera ons are as a direct result of considera ons linked to 
tes ng, analysis and evalua on of the prototype, including well considered feedback from third 
par es. 
Comprehensive tes ng of all aspects of the final prototype against the design brief and specifi-
ca on. Fully detailed and jus fied reference is made to any modifica ons both proposed and 
undertaken. 
Excellent ongoing analysis and evalua on evident throughout the project that clearly influences 
the design brief and the design and manufacturing specifica ons. 
 

NEA Evalua on, itera ons, jus fica on.  
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