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Topic Key ideas  R  A  G 

Earth and 

atmos-

phere 

I can explain how the atmosphere has evolved over time    

I can explain the greenhouse effect, and identify human activities that are contributing 

to this 

      

I can evaluate global climate change, and consider how to reduce my carbon footprint       

I can identify atmospheric pollutants and consider the effects these are having       

I can explain what is meant by a life cycle assessment, and can consider how to carry 

these out 

      

I understand the importance of sustainable development    

Lesson Learning Focus Assessment Key Words 

1 How has the atmosphere changed? Extended writing looking at the at-
mosphere 

Atmosphere, evolution 

2 What is the greenhouse effect? Completion of differentiated tasks Greenhouse effect, global warming, 
carbon dioxide, methane 

3 What is  global climate change and how 
can we reduce it? 

Data analysis tasks Climate change, carbon footprint, 
trends 

4 What are atmospheric pollutants and how 
can we reduce these? 

Exam questions Pollutant, carbon dioxide, carbon 
monoxide, sulphur dioxide, nitrogen 
oxides, particulates 

5 What is a life cycle assessment? Completion of LCA comparing the 
use of plastic and paper bags 

Life cycle assessment 

6 What is sustainable development? Completion of extended writing task Sustainable, reduce, reuse, recycle 
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